
UNIT 38 COMPREHENSION work activity 1	 Name	 _ ______________________________________________________

For use after Story 1

Like the Birds

1.	 What is the title of the story?
	 	 The Greeks
	 	 A Fight With my Dad
	 	 Like the Birds

2.	 Is this old Greek story fact or fiction?
	 	 fact
	 	 fiction

3.	 When was this story told?
	 	 long ago
	 	 yesterday
	 	 today

4.	 Who is the story about?  Tell about two people.  (Start with This story is about . . . )

	\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
	\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
5.	 What was their problem?
	 	 They had fake feathers.
	 	 They were locked in a tower on an island.
	 	 They had to watch the birds.

6.	 What did the man and the boy want?

	 They wanted to  \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
	 get a good meal	 swim at sea	 be free


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UNIT 38 COMPREHENSION work activity 2	 Name	 _ ___________________________________________________

For use after Story 2 (Page 1 of 2)

Tell who the story is about.  (Name two people.)

The story is about \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
What was the problem?  (Start with They were . . . )

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

■

A Story of Flight

Tell what the man and his son wanted.

They wanted to ¾\\\\\\\\\\\\¾¾¾
Tell what the man did.

The man made \\\\\\\\\\\\¾¾¾

Problem?

Wanted?

What  
Happened 

First?

Who?
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UNIT 38 COMPREHENSION work activity 2	 Name	 _ _________________________________________________

For use after Story 2 (Page 2 of 2)

Tell what the boy said.

The boy said, \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

What  
Happened 

Next?

Tell what happened at the end of the story.

The boy went too close to the sun.  The sun melted the wax on the boy’s 
wings.

Then the boy fell  \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
What sad lesson did the father learn?

The father learned that  \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

 Challenge: On another piece of paper, write a different ending to this story. 

At 
the End?

■ ■

"
"
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UNIT 38 comprehension work ACTIVITY 3	 Name	 _ ______________________________________________________

For use after Story 3

Hot Air Balloons

1.	 Two French brothers made history by flying a  \\\\\\\\\\\
2.	 Hot air is  \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ than cold air.
	 lighter	 darker

3.	 The brothers lit a fire under a balloon to . . .
	 	 make the air inside the balloon lighter.
	 	 make the air inside the balloon colder.
	 	 make the animals hotter.

4.	 What happened when the air inside the  
	 balloon got hotter?
	 	 The balloon went up.
	 	 The balloon went down.
	 	 The balloon stayed still.

5.	 What did the brothers put in the balloon?
	 	 They put in two roosters, two sheep, and three ducks.
	 	 They put in an old man.
	 	 They put in a rooster, a sheep, and a duck.

6.	 Why do you think the brothers didn’t ride on the first flight?

	 I think \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
	\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\


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UNIT 38 COMPREHENSION work activity 4	 Name	 _ ______________________________________________________

For use after Story 4

Gliders

1.	 Hot air balloons were a problem because they could only go where

	\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
2.	 Tell two facts about a flying squirrel.

	 A flying squirrel  \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
	 It  \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
3.	 How long ago did people begin flying gliders?
	 	 ten years ago	 	 one hundred fifty years ago	 	 one hundred fifty weeks ago

4.	 How are gliders different from planes?
	 	 Gliders have wings.	 	 Gliders do not have motors.	 	 Gliders fly.

5.	 Tell about the first person to make a glider.
	 	 The first person to make a glider was a girl.
	 	 The first person to make a glider was an old Englishman.
	 	 The first person to make a glider was a ten-year-old boy.

6.	 Tell about the first person to ride in a glider. 
	 (Start with The first person to ride in a glider was . . . )

	\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
	\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\


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UNIT 38 COMPREHENSION work activity 5	 Name	 _ ______________________________________________________

For use after Story 5



Paper Gliders

1.	 Gliders are different from airplanes because they do not have

	\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
2.	 Which sheet of paper will fall to the ground faster?
	 	 a crumpled sheet of paper	 	 a flat sheet of paper

3.	 Air pushes up under a \\\\\\\\\\\\\ sheet of paper.
	 crumpled	 flat

4.	 When you throw a paper airplane you give it \\\\\\\\\\\\
	 thrust	 a motor

5.	 List two interesting facts you’ve learned about flight in this unit.

	
•�¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾�
¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾

	
•�¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾�
¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾


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UNIT 38 COMPREHENSION work activity 6	 Name	 _ ______________________________________________________

For use after Story 6 (Page 1 of 2)


My Report on Flight

1.	 In this unit, I learned many facts about \\\\\\\\\\\\\ 
2.	 When people couldn’t fly they \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
	¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾
3.	 About two hundred years ago, people began flying hot air balloons. 
	 Tell a fact about hot air balloons.

	¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾�
	 ¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾
4.	 Make a picture about your fact.
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UNIT 38 COMPREHENSION work activity 6	 Name	 _ _________________________________________________

For use after Story 6 (Page 2 of 2)


5.	 About one hundred fifty years ago, people began flying gliders. 
	 Tell a fact about gliders.

	\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
	\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
6.	 About one hundred years ago, people began flying airplanes. 
	 Tell two facts about airplanes.

	
•�¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾�
¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾

	
•�¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾�
¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾

7.	 End your report on flight. (Start with I think . . . ) 

	\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
	\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
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